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MEDIA RELEASE 

Community roundtable on drugs and HIV with the Australian Foreign Minister

7 May 2026

Suva, Fiji – Communities are at the heart of an effective response to drugs and HIV in Fiji. Australia’s Foreign Minister, Senator the Hon Penny Wong, valued the opportunity to hear from representatives of faith and community groups during a roundtable discussion on HIV and drugs at the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat. 
 
With Fiji facing a significant HIV outbreak alongside a growing drug crisis, there was a shared recognition that policies and programs are only as strong as the communities that carry them. Roundtable participants highlighted the need for community-driven solutions, deeper engagement and coordination, and action grounded in compassion, dignity and inclusion. 

The roundtable was facilitated by the General Secretary of the Pacific Conference of Churches, Reverend James Bhagwan. Rev Bhagwan called on leaders to work together to guide Fijians and their families through the growing challenges of HIV and drugs. 

The Foreign Minister highlighted Australia’s commitment to engaging with faith, indigenous and community leaders on shared challenges. She welcomed the perspectives shared at the roundtable to help inform Australia’s ongoing support to Fiji’s national response and acknowledged the important role that each roundtable participant plays within their communities.  

Collective action saves lives. Through the Vuvale Partnership, Australia is proud to stand together with Fiji in addressing the shared challenges of drugs and HIV. 
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